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Iterations out
of 100, left to
right:1,2,7,14,
20,18,16,13,22

In an earlier project, | had used a scanner to reduce the resolution
and quality of printed images. | decided this would be the basis for
my 100 iterations, using an advert from an old Liverpool football
programme from the 1970s. My enquiry began by exploring how
many ways could | deconstruct and degrade an image.

After completing my 100 iterations, | knew | wanted to explore
more using the analogue techniques | had tried. | started thinking
about analogue image manipulation and the connections between
printing, scanning, collage and DIY political ephemera.

Exploring images of protest materials led
me to London docklands protest banners
and then to think about Docker’s history in
Liverpool, where | am from.

Dock work is part of my family history, as
well as being an integral part of Liverpool’'s
identity as a working-class city. My position
within my work relates to this and drives my
interest in exploring community and history.

John Furnival -
Curtains for Mrs
Thatcher (1982)

Jdohn Dugger -
Docklands banner
(1978)
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In the mid 1990s, 500 Liverpool dockers were sacked for refusing
to cross a picket line over increased casual labour, increased
workload and reduced working rights. Since then, the industry has
become increasingly automated with less and less people working
on the docks.

| started iterating using historical imagery of dockers along with
news articles about the strike, experimenting with the same
techniques from my 100 iterations. My line of enquiry shifted,
thinking how | could represent a community being eroded using
these techniques.

At the same time, | was reading online texts and academic
journals about the dispute, looking for more information and
references that | could use.

An iteration from
the 45 collages

i made during
week two of the
iterating brief.
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The Dockers Club

@ Public group - 5.4K members

@080 PDH0IBBORELD

About  Discussion  Featured  People  Events  Media Files

About

Hello from the Admins:
Moira Kenny-Campbell, John Campbell and Philip Parker.

The Dockers Club project was originally born from a
collaboration between The Sound Agents Ltd, a Liverpool
based arts and heritage organisation, and Sefton
Libraries in Crosby. Its aim is to bring together former
Liverpool dockers—many of whom lost their jobs during
the 1995-1998 strike—and to reconnect them with the
social lives and communities disrupted by industrial
dispute and containerisation.

The Dockers Club provides a friendly space for anyone
with a love of Liverpool and the Docks to reconnect,
reminisce, and share their social history, offering a unique
insight into a world once hidden behind the dock walls.

We warmly welcome dockers and their families to share
their memories. Please feel free to upload photos and
stories. See less

@ Public
Anyone can see who's in the group and what they
post.

© Visible
Anyone can find this group.

Screenshots of The Dockers Club Facebook
group

= =R

Q

During this process, | came across a
Facebook group called the Docker’s Club.
The group’s description states, “Its aim is to
bring together former Liverpool dockers—
many of whom lost their jobs during the
1995-1998 strike—and to reconnect them
with the social lives and communities
disrupted by industrial dispute and
containerisation.”

The group functions almost as a live
archive, with dockers and family members
sharing memories and photos.

The Dockers Club had previously been a
physical location, a working man’s club and
community centre which was open from
1956-2013. It was demolished in 2021,

the same year the Facebook group was
started, moving from physical space to
digital.
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| was captivated by the Facebook group, reading posts and
comments from those who were part of the dispute and working
on the docks at the time, in their own words.

The group allows for not only a preservation of experiences and
memories of work but also maintains the social culture and sense
of humour. The group is searchable, and | was able to sift through,
looking for imagery and graphic materials that were used during
the dispute.

Photos of the
original Docker’s
Club in Edinburgh
Park, Liverpool
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Whilst doing this,

| developed an
affection for the
way people were
interacting. The
informal language,
misspellings and
arguments in the
comments. This
page brought a level
of humanity | didn’t
find when reading
about the dispute
online or in texts.

E Hello guys, how are you all doing
4y Like Reply Share 10

e Irene Campbell replied - 5 replies

Your right Jimbo we refuse to cross a Picket Line.

4y Like Reply Share 30

Your right Jimbo , there's a difference between a lockout and a strike.

4y Like Reply Share 50

2 & &

| was sick and tired of telling people the Dockers were not on strike from 1995 for
Two and a half years they were outside the gates Fighting for their Jobs.

After 500 Dockers were sacked.

God Bless Them All and those before them.

4y Like Reply Share 709

@ Supporting the 500 sacked dockers and their families against the scabs (known by
this for the rest of their lives)

NEVER CROSS A PICKET LINE &

6w Like Reply

Anonymised comments
from the Facebook
group
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Share Edited ’IZOD

@ We SUPPORTED each other like ALL good Trade Unionist and Communities do ., u¥
wL
33w Like Reply Share Goo

(s

What Our Class does Kevin, My Dad always said when we had
pubs in the Community, Never see a Man on Strike without pint, | didn't need
telling Kevin he instilled it in us.

33w Like Reply Share 20

Events

Dispute origins.
sub-contractor

Tavour
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| started
experimenting,
thinking about the
tension between
formal knowledge,
such as academic
journals and the
informal context
of people sharing
memories in the
Facebook group.

Iterations
combining texts
with Facebook
comments, academic
writing with a
dockers hook,
stickers placed
over academic
journal
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| also started to gather images and political memorabilia that

people had posted in the group, including badges, flyers and ?o;lAuslll

banners supporting the dockers and solidarity groups, organising

it by media and subject matter. LABOUR
PARTY

Founding Conference
Saturday, May 4th 1996

Camden Towr Hall
uston Road, London WCT

FREE CARD

. Polcy Statements prepared by

3 Parties falowing Members Mesting.
Salurday, March 2nd 1

(Comvay Hail ey

Monday 25 November 10am

SEAFORTH CONTAINER TERMINAL
REJECTING

o,

ey s Ty
e e

TOGETHER WE ‘W1

Left and right: memorabilia shared in the
Facebook group
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My enquiry was now exploring the questions how can we give communities agency
through design? How can we preserve history through visual storytelling?

My research and references informed my ideas around how | could approach my subject

matter::

In Loving Memory of Work — A Visual
Record of the UK Miner’s Strike 1981-85
edited by Craig Oldham

Craig Oldham’s “In Loving Memory of
Work” is a visual record of the miner’s
strike, told through its graphic language.
This reference provided visual inspiration of
how to depict an industry and community
using it's own political ephemera.

14

Jeremy Deller - The Battle of Orgreave
(2001)

Jeremy Deller staged a re-enactment of
the Battle of Orgreave, thirty years after

it took place, with ex-miners and stunt
actors. Deller described the process as
“confronting something and not being afraid
of looking at it again”. This articulates the
value in art and design which gives agency
to community and addresses inaccuracies
in how a story was told at the time.

The Queer Art of Failure - Jack
Halberstam

“The Queer Artof £,

JUDITH HALBERSTAM

e

Jack Halberstam’s “The Queer Art of
Failure”, explores the importance of low
brow media and culture as significant in
providing accessible ways to understand
complex ideas. | felt this was relevant to my
use of Facebook as a source of information
within my project, considering it is a
platform most people do not regard as high
value.
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Adjusted Margin - Kate Eichhorn
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In Adjusted Margin by Kate Eichhorn,
she discusses the importance of the
photocopier in social and political
movements. This supported my interest
in using printing and scanning techniques
to create my work and communicate the
visual language of grassroots political
action.

15
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With these references (and more) in mind,
| began using a mixture of photographs,
ephemera and comments taken from the
Facebook group, using scanning, printing
and collage to tell the story of the dockers.

Through this process, | have continued
to be interested in how this community
perseveres, and how | can explore this
further visually.
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. A P
you went to the before dawn where you were £ 0 My late dad was a docker, he
it in a pen and waited for a man in a bowler hat to pick you out. “You'd be fighting and climb- g i % $ fought along side his work mates
over each other’s backs to get the boss to take your book and hire you,’ one remembers. If you i - for better conditions, pay etc ie
t \>

q ? ? Tt 4 teabreaks, toilet facilities, and the
~ 5 : Exclusion end of casualisation , he Used to
Y . J H stand in a pen waiting for a tally
often due to age or religion, or  reluctanc s being thrown by  boss or being

Mormstisitansy
Worked on the Liverpool Docks 1961-90 Worked down below Twenty Five years. Still

worked from seven in the momning often until ten at :i:m\v{::xss fhabadoid deys got my Hooks in House in the spare room.Hard Work.Still here to tell lots of tales.
PR iocks rather than miss ‘getting first on the stand’ (ohn ot e = 2y ke Reply. Share ' o)
3 (2 s X

W Uke Reply snare 10 |

T,

@ Toke 2 the tockers who wert
on strike for ages .50 we could
have may day off.my husband
was one of them .

4d Like Reply  Share

S e whk s
\‘\:,.«‘-J“‘ .

Na ; SN -

My dad did. He started working on the docks before there was any kind of union & —
‘movement in existance. In those days men weren't even hired & fired by the day - These men along with miners were the backbone of British commerce.... Without
they were hired & fired by the HALF DAY! & LS e their sweat nothing would be be achieved.....| salute them all and am grateful for
1y ke Reply Share he S the battles they fought to give Us better working conditions today..... Let their

v Like Reply i 5 stories never be forgotten....

% Like Reply Share 0
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Hiall, | love this group. My Dad is SESESREESSes his nickname was The Kid (one of if not the
youngest and last of registered dockers ) he went on the docks following his fathers passing,

g 0 at the age of 50 & Dad at 21/22 years of age
followed in his footsteps. My Dad is my hero & he was the very last of the original registered
Liverpool dock workers spending 25 years across the port of Liverpool until the shameful
events of 1995. | was with him, stood on the picket line standing up for what was right and most
importantly what he believed, what he, our family & still believe is right. Dad worked all the way
from Garston docks, through The Canada dock and The Huskie and ended his time at Costal
Containers at the main port of Liverpool as Quay Controller where he like all 500 true Liverpool
Dockers were deprived of their right to work by the supposed powers that be, one of the
biggest injustices known to our great city, = T WY

[He still to this day talks so fondly of the great men he
Wworked alongside & s intouch with many. The stories he tells over and over will never grow old
but it is the nicknames of coworkers that entertain the most, even his grandson falls about
laughing at him. The docks to me growing up is where | imagined being and as my Dads son |
love them also but it was not to be. | love the fact that even when he is away on holiday, he
dreams of his time on the docks, a truly special place for so many years but torn apart by
hierarchy so unfairly but my Dad would never waver at any cost. A true measure of a man being
able to stand up for what you believe as all 500 did. My dad is my hero, | am sure he knows it & ‘
his upbringing by a Liverpool docker made him the man he is & the teachings will follow from
him, to me,on to mine & | will ensure it follows onto my boys family in years to come. See less.
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g SRS
16 August 2021 * @

One of the few in-focus pics | took during the Liverpool Docks disputé in the mid-90s. We must
never forget nor forgive those who turned their backs on the brave dockers.
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< ¢ —— In the early days many people, including many Imnenas, wou
ble we can only give a flavour of th{ Francisco Ramos Vargos from Spain, and a dockd 1t 20 years but after 'a well-organised and historical campa
1y Nolan said in e gdmgnmlmﬁmh believe that we are on the verge of victory.' Above all the gr

south), the Unite g Liverpool now faced. is tremendous support made the sacked Li
onitand ) thel H Workers of the world must know that we can ::::::-I:e ; el >

Jenmark, Portugal and Spain.
w ‘amazed t Z .| Arturo DeRosa, Salern: invited all present to be united to ¢
Lbnﬁngjunm:p:o.:tuvqpo;lo j o Astycin: Roger Van D 521¢ same hard those who perpetuate this problem
: -Hl port had to fight for a job. The mentality & the da e attention of all present to not waste even a word at this ¢
party in Antwerp and had ternative road that can bring us to reconquer the dignity of
have for that worker."

\ Sweden, reported that his nion had very {
ards Committee in Britain, but after the 1989 strike 'the
Mersey Shop Stewards were still alive.

wages and conditions. Hamburg was a busy port | Bjorn Borg from the same union explained that this union v
but the labour force had fallen by the same figure| 800 dockers where expelled from the TGWU when they ref
The Swedish dockers were already taking action in support

? Thatcher, Reagan and Muld Y wuco?ﬁn_gyy\fupré‘ml”l'rﬁnpbym B thn ot ==i-= #* onference the delegates joined t

ang 1o the trade union movement. | job, _¢his js the free market. They had — ::'mm“w

Sopenhagen, Denmark said that nine company to unload a cargo of bananas Solidarity all way's comrades.

Iwel'es!wiylnmmdinthe that they couldn't guarantce that there 16w Like Reply Share T want to say that this is one
only 1,200 watersiders in New B weeks of my life.'

for survival. If we don't win we're dead. It's the
"When Thatcher and the Mersey Docks and Harbour Comp
evolve. They started something and we're going to finish it
asked myself why? We've sent messages of support, we've

‘Those two magnificent ambassadors of yours never left a ¢
bwlmcn.woﬂdwidnpoliﬁaldi:p\ue.hhuhommetheu

'm Le Havre in| Philippe Gaud

tin | ¢ bon faced the same
oy 10,000 to 1,000. They now had a 'socialist'

i R A et ekt bt e

on the platform) and that's why we will win.'
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The Dockers Club

@ Public group - 5.4K members

@:080 20208003519

About  Discussion  Featured  People  Events  Media  Files

Images and comments gathered from The Dockers Club Facebook group.

About
Hello from the Admins:
Moira Kenny-Campbell, John Campbell and Philip Parker.

The Dockers Club project was originally born from a
collaboration between The Liver
herit

Liverpool dockers—many of whom lost their jobs during
the 1995-1998 strike—and to reconnect them with the
social lives and communities disrupted by industrial
dispute and containerisation.
The Dockers Club provides a friendly space for anyone
with a love of Liverpool and the Docks to reconnect,
minisce, and share their social history, offering a unique
insight into a world once hidden behind the dock walls.
We warmly welcome dockers and their families to share
their memories. Please feel free to upload photos and
stories. See less

@ Public
Anyone can see who's in the group and what they
post.

@ Visible
Anyone can find this group.
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